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Unions

of organic
agriculture
in Greece

From Attica 1o Thraki

wee mieat Uinions of
biological cultivators.

“All Organic” presents you
the miarst of them and
travels you at the famous
place that has long history

fortsproducts.

':s-‘r{;eece

Represent
the modern
image

of Greece

“Altemative forms of towr-
ism must and can play a
decisive robe by attracting
Gresek and foreign visitorns”
said the minister of Tour-
ism M. Aris Spllictopoulos

at his message, prte

Greece: a paradise for urgamc agnculture

There are many reasons why one
JMHM:trm.lr.ﬁrml.t:r.mgum!j;czrm
agriculture in Greece. The primary
advantages Greece has over other
Exeropean countries include the low
cost of labor, the fact that there are
large areas of land that have mot
been wsed for years, meaning that
they are suitable for immediate use
by organic _,h:rrrrli the composition
of the soil, the continued applica-
tion of traditional cultivation meth-

ocs, ctread Hhe termperaie it

Ower the last years the market
has recorded a tremendous
growth, with respect to both
the number of hectares used
for organic cultivation and to
the quantities of organic prod-
ucts produced and exported.

The History
Drg,anic Earming was intro-

duced in Greece in 1982, in
the area of H.igialcia, where
a small group of local farm-

ers began the production of

organic Corinthian grapes
with a view to exporting
them to Holland. Though
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the odds were against them
and it was certainly not easy
in the beginning, the efforts
of this small group of farm-
ers proved successful. The
organic farming project of
the Agricultural Coopera-
tive of Aigialeia continues
until today, with over 500
producers involved in the
cultivation of grapes, olives,
and citrus fruits. The first
organic olive production
began in Mani in the mid-
1990s. By 1992, there were

about 150 organic farms on
2,000 hectares of land.

A slgniﬁc.mt increase in
organic production was re-
corded after 1996 due to the
application of Community
Regulation 2078/92. Among
other things, the Regulation
calls for the provision of
subsidies in order to support
organic agriculture. Thanks
to that incentive the area of
organically cultivated land
doubled in less than a year.

continmie at page §

Organic agriculture in numbers

ORGANIC  agricul-
ture and organic live-
stock production in
Greece  continuously
thrive. The facts of cer-
tifications  regarding
the year 2006 are truly
impressive.  Recent
data show that, during
2007, 20.792 produd-
ers were certified in
vegetable production
and 1.759 in animal
production. The certi-
fied mixed units (of

vegetable and livestock

1.054. In that way, a

Nowadays in Greece
1.801.983 acres are be-
ing cultivated with or-
ganic farming methods
and 941,652 animals
are being raised or-
ganic livestock produc-
tion methods: 22.546
heads ofcartle, 212,294
heads of pigs, 564.971
heads of sheep and

production) amount branchisformedwhich  goats, 134.552 heads
to 957, while certified consists of 24560  of poultry, 93 heads of
processors of organic  businessmen - pro-  buffalos and 7.196 bee
products amount to  ducers - enterprises.  hives.

Greece is the third
olive oil producing
country in the world

More than 750 milion olive trees are cuk
trvated workd wide, the majority of which
(o 5% are planted in the regions of the
Mediterranean. Aboul 34 of the global of-
ve ol production come from the Europeaan
Union, while around 97% of European
production comes from Spain, Raly and
Greecs; More than 140 million oéve trees,
which produce around 400,000 fons of ol-
e 0l per year, T%-80% of which is extra
vingin olive ol

This figure makes
Greace  the world
leader in terms of pro-
duction of extra vingin
olive oil (Raly comes
sacond with 40-45%
of its annual production
baing edra vingin olve

ol and Spain comes About one
third with 25-30f%) half of
Ohe: e, w the annual
P Buﬁ' mtlm n v i
sl Ghaece. il olive oil pro-
the Peloponnese ac- duction
counting for  around in Greece
65% of annual produc- is exported

fion, as well s in Crete,
fthe Asgean Islands and the lonian islands

Advantage: its fine quality

The hislory of olive oil In our country goes
back inlo the centunes and even loday
thousands of famdies deal n its produc-
fion. Greecs s e third lamest oive ol
producing country in the workd (afler Spain
and ltaly), whie the compeditve advantage
of Greek ofive ol in relation ko that of other
countries s its fine quaiity

in a 200-pages market guide
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< PASTA INDUSTRY
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